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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. An absorbent article having a pair of longitudinal side edges and a first end edge, a second 
end edge, a first waist panel adjacent to the first end edge, a second waist panel adjacent to 
the second end edge, a crotch panel positioned between the first and second waist panels, 
and a side panel extending laterally outwardly from the first or second waist panel, the 
absorbent article comprising a liquid pervious topsheet, an absorbent core disposed 
underneath the topsheet, and a chassis layer, wherein the first or second waist panel 
comprises a portion of the chassis layer, the chassis layer including a plurality of spaced 
discontinuities regularly disposed in at least a portion of the first or second waist panel, the 
discontinuities being open to provide the chassis layer with extensibility in the transverse 
direction when the waist panel is subjected to tension; and an extensibility controlling 
means to control the extensibility of the chassis layer, wherein the extensibility controlling 
means inhibits the chassis layer from extending beyond extensibility causing breakage of 
the chassis layer. 

2. The absorbent article of Claim 1 wherein the extensibility causing breakage of the chassis 
layer is more than 20 %. 

3. The absorbent article of Claim 2 wherein the extensibility controlling means inhibits the 
chassis layer from extending beyond 20 % at tension force of 125 grams/25mm. 

4. The absorbent article of Claim 3 wherein the extensibility controlling means is disposed in 
the first or second waist panel in the transverse direction across at least the transverse width 
of the plurality of spaced discontinuities. 

5. The absorbent article of Claim 4 wherein the extensibility controlling means is disposed 
along the end edge. 

6. The absorbent article of Claim 5 wherein the extensibility controlling means is a stretchable 
elastic material. 

7. The absorbent article of Claim 1 wherein the chassis layer comprises a liquid impervious 
material. 
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8. The absorbent article of Claim 1 wherein the absorbent article comprises a liquid 
impervious sheet disposed between the absorbent core and the chassis layer. 

9. The absorbent article of Claim 7 wherein the absorbent core does not extend into the first or 
second waist panel in which the discontinuities are provided. 

10. The absorbent article of Claim 8 wherein the absorbent core does not extend into the first or 
second waist panel in which the discontinuities are provided. 
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